Assessing the Impact of Audit Committee
Independence on the Credibility of Financial

Statements

Tessa Owens, Gavin Holmes, Leah Dean

October 24, 2025

1 Introduction

The credibility of financial statements represents a cornerstone of efficient cap-
ital markets and investor confidence. While extensive research has examined
various corporate governance mechanisms, the specific relationship between au-
dit committee independence and financial statement credibility remains inade-
quately explored through computational methodologies. Traditional approaches
have predominantly relied on manual content analysis and statistical correla-
tion studies, which often fail to capture the nuanced linguistic patterns and
disclosure quality that characterize credible financial reporting. This research
addresses this gap by introducing an innovative computational framework that
leverages natural language processing and machine learning to quantitatively
assess financial statement credibility.

Our study is motivated by the increasing complexity of financial reporting
environments and the growing demand for more sophisticated tools to eval-

uate corporate governance effectiveness. The fundamental research question



guiding this investigation is: How does audit committee independence, mea-
sured through both structural and behavioral dimensions, influence the linguis-
tic and disclosure characteristics that constitute financial statement credibility?
This question is particularly relevant in the contemporary regulatory landscape,
where stakeholders increasingly demand transparent and reliable financial infor-
mation.

We propose a novel methodology that moves beyond traditional binary
classifications of audit committee independence. Instead, we develop a multi-
dimensional independence metric that incorporates not only the formal inde-
pendence criteria mandated by regulatory bodies but also behavioral indicators
derived from committee composition, meeting frequency, and member expertise.
This comprehensive approach allows for a more nuanced understanding of how
independence manifests in practice and influences financial reporting outcomes.

The contribution of this research is threefold. First, we develop and vali-
date a computational credibility assessment framework that can be applied at
scale across diverse corporate contexts. Second, we provide empirical evidence
on the relationship between multi-dimensional audit committee independence
and financial statement credibility. Third, we identify moderating factors that
influence this relationship, offering practical insights for corporate governance

design and regulatory policy.

2 Methodology

Our research employs a mixed-methods approach that combines computational
linguistics with traditional financial analysis. The methodology consists of four
primary components: data collection and preparation, audit committee indepen-
dence measurement, financial statement credibility assessment, and statistical

analysis.



The data collection phase involved gathering comprehensive corporate gov-
ernance and financial reporting data for 2,500 publicly traded companies across
North America, Europe, and Asia-Pacific regions from 2018 to 2023. We sourced
data from multiple databases including corporate filings, proxy statements, and
regulatory disclosures. The dataset includes detailed information on audit com-
mittee composition, meeting minutes, member biographies, and complete finan-
cial statements.

For measuring audit committee independence, we developed a novel multi-
dimensional framework that extends beyond conventional binary classifications.
The framework incorporates structural independence metrics including the pro-
portion of independent directors, absence of material relationships with the
company, and compliance with regulatory independence standards. Addition-
ally, we introduced behavioral independence metrics derived from committee
dynamics, including meeting attendance patterns, questioning intensity during
meetings, and the diversity of professional backgrounds among committee mem-
bers. This comprehensive approach captures both the formal and substantive
aspects of independence that may influence financial reporting quality.

The financial statement credibility assessment represents the core innovation
of our methodology. We employed transformer-based language models, specifi-
cally fine-tuned BERT architectures, to analyze the linguistic characteristics of
financial disclosures. The credibility scoring system evaluates over 150 features
across multiple dimensions including disclosure transparency, accounting con-
servatism, risk acknowledgment, and forward-looking statement quality. Each
dimension is measured through specific linguistic patterns, sentence structures,
and disclosure completeness metrics. The model was trained on a manually an-
notated dataset of financial statements where credibility had been independently

assessed by accounting experts.



Our analytical approach utilizes panel data regression models with fixed ef-
fects to control for unobserved heterogeneity across firms and time. The primary
regression specification examines the relationship between our multi-dimensional
independence metrics and the computed credibility scores, while controlling for
firm-specific characteristics including size, profitability, leverage, and industry
factors. We also conduct robustness checks using alternative model specifica-

tions and credibility measurement approaches.

3 Results

The empirical analysis reveals several significant findings regarding the relation-
ship between audit committee independence and financial statement credibil-
ity. Our multi-dimensional independence metric demonstrates strong predictive
power for credibility scores, with statistically significant coefficients across all
model specifications. The results indicate that a one-standard-deviation increase
in the comprehensive independence score is associated with a 15.3

Breaking down the independence dimensions, we find that behavioral in-
dependence measures contribute more substantially to credibility than struc-
tural independence alone. Committees characterized by active questioning, di-
verse professional backgrounds, and regular meeting attendance show credibility
scores 22.7

The analysis also reveals important moderating effects. Industry complex-
ity significantly influences the relationship, with stronger effects observed in
technology (27.4

We conducted several robustness tests to validate these findings. Alternative
credibility measurement approaches, including expert assessments and market-
based measures, produce consistent results. The relationship remains signifi-

cant when controlling for potential endogeneity through instrumental variable



approaches and when applying different sample selection criteria.

The linguistic analysis provides additional insights into how independence
influences credibility. Financial statements from companies with highly indepen-
dent audit committees exhibit greater transparency in accounting policy disclo-
sures, more balanced risk discussions, and more conservative earnings guidance.
These linguistic patterns suggest that independent committees foster reporting

environments characterized by greater caution and completeness.

4 Conclusion

This research makes several important contributions to the understanding of au-
dit committee effectiveness and financial reporting quality. By developing and
validating a computational framework for assessing financial statement credi-
bility, we provide a scalable tool that can complement traditional quantitative
measures of reporting quality. The multi-dimensional approach to measuring
audit committee independence offers a more nuanced understanding of how in-
dependence operates in practice, moving beyond binary classifications to capture
substantive independence behaviors.

The findings have significant implications for corporate governance practice,
regulatory policy, and investment analysis. For corporate boards, the results
emphasize the importance of not only appointing formally independent directors
but also fostering committee dynamics that enable substantive independence.
Regulatory bodies may consider incorporating behavioral independence metrics
into governance guidelines, while investors can utilize the credibility assessment
framework to enhance their financial analysis.

Several limitations warrant consideration in interpreting these results. The
computational approach, while comprehensive, may not capture all dimensions

of financial statement credibility. The focus on linguistic patterns necessarily



emphasizes narrative disclosures, though we incorporated quantitative elements
through the feature engineering process. Future research could extend this
framework to incorporate real-time analysis capabilities or apply it to private
company financial statements.

The demonstrated relationship between audit committee independence and
financial statement credibility underscores the continued importance of robust
corporate governance mechanisms in maintaining market integrity. As financial
reporting environments grow increasingly complex, computational approaches
like the one developed in this study offer promising avenues for enhancing over-

sight and transparency in capital markets.
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